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San Joaquin
Rivers meet.

What is the Delta?

The Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta is where the
Sacramento River water flowing south meets the
San Joaquin River flowing north. The two rivers
mingle with rivers of smaller watersheds to form a
700-mile-long maze of rivers and sloughs surrounding
over 50 islands, most of them agricultural.

No other single area is quite as crucial to the
state’s overall water picture as the Delta—it is a
hub of California’s two largest water projecte. Its
existing channels are used to provide the water
heeds of the Delta and surrounding areas as well

as to transport water to federal and state pumps
in the southern Delta.

Why is the Delta
Important to us?

The Delta delivers fresh water crucial to California’s
water supply. It provides drinking water for over 22
million people. It supports California’s trillion-dollar
economy, including its $27 billion agricultural
industry. The Delta’s channels transport water
south to California’s two largest water delivery
systems: the Delta-Mendota Canal and the

California Aqueduct. Delta levees protect farms,
homes, and infrastructure. The Delta also supports
important habitat for many species that rely on this
unique area where fresh water meets salty ocean
water, called an estuary. The brackish marshes and
the San Francisco Bay allow the Delta to form the
largest estuary on the west coast—home to 750
plant and animal species.

Water Quality and the Delta

The Delta has historically been at the mercy of the
river flood flows and tidal influences. Although

upstream dams help control floods today and help
regulate Delta salinity, the salty ocean water can
creep up Delta channels when mountain runoff and
releases from reservoirs slow down. But when water
is flowing strong, like during the winter or spring when
there is a heavy runoff from the mountains, this
outward flow keeps the sea water out of the Delta.

The Delta Dilemma

Straining under dual roles as critical habitat and
serving water project needs, the Delta is in decline
from decades of competing demands and struggles
to function as a healthy ecosystem and as a
reliable source of water.

These waters flow west through the Delta and San
Francisco Bay to the ocean, holding back the salt
waters of the Bay and protecting water quality for
consumption, recreation, and farming.

Finding Solutions

Because so many people—and other living
things—depend upon the Delta, we need input and
cooperation from many different groups to help find
solutions to restore the Delta. Government
agencies dedicated to improving the Delta rely on
information from biologists, engineers, water
companies, farmers, Delta residents, and other
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government agencies to come up with plans that will
restore the Delta’s ecological health and improve its
ability to reliably supply clean water for drinking,
agriculture, and other needs.
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When salmon are ready to lay their eggs, or spawn,
the Delta provides a route for them as they travel

back to the exact Central Valley stream where they
were hatched, whether north or south of the Delta.

As water mixes in the Delta, finding their “home” can
be very confusing. The water in the Delta changes

salmon can navigate through this area
successfully.

Understanding Salmon Migration

How long do salmon stay in the Delta before
traveling to their spawning grounds? When are they
moving? What are their obstacles? These are just
some of the questions that scientists try to
answer. When we know what salmon need, we can
help them better.
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locations in the Delta. The salmon are enough to make it home.

tagged on their fin and also by placing

a monitoring device inside their belly. The data
collected determine the direction and times that the
salmon travel. The results tell us that the fish are taking
unexpected turns, sometimes in the wrong direction!

For example, one recent study tagged 5352
adult salmon and released them in two
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Because the salmon store up their fuel and use it
while migrating, if anything delays the salmon, they
may use up their fuel too soon—and not have
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interpret the change in water flows that we have
created so they can make their journey home, spawn,
and allow a new generation of salmon to flourish.
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To order more Amazing Delta Book Covers
go to http:/Iwww.water.ca.gov/education =
and click on the Water Facts and Fun link
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